FUNDRAISING HELPS UAPB SERVE STUDENTS

The Lifeline Fund
The Lifeline Fund is developed to provide students in dire need of financial assistance the opportunity to attend college at UAPB.  The funds will be used to set-up an endowment that will use revenue generated to pay for tuition, fees, and books and other learning materials for students who are in good academic standing and meet the criteria set forth for students who qualify for federal financial aid.

The Lifeline Fund is a joint 3-year fundraising effort of UAPB and the UAPB/AM&N National Alumni Association.  The concept originated from three separate efforts/concerns to develop a pool of funds to help students who are “the poorest of the poor”.  Gralon Johnson, a recent graduate and 2008-2009 Student Government President, knew from personal experiences that many students (among the more than 3,700) were in greater need of financial support than others.  He approached Dr. Margaret Martin-Hall, Director of University Relations and Development, and asked for help and guidance in developing and implementing a fundraising effort to benefit students in dire need.  About the same time, a member of the UAPB Foundation Fund Board who had successfully spearheaded a fundraising effort that resulted in over $800,000 in endowed funds for scholarship support, asked for assistance in establishing a fund exclusively for students in critical need of financial support.  As separate dialogue between the Director of University Relations and Development and the SGA President and Board member were occurring, the President of the UAPB/AM&N National Alumni Association spoke to persons present at the 2008 UAPB/AM&N National Alumni Conference and expressed the urgency of helping students in greatest need of financial support.  Thus, the Lifeline Fund concept was born.  Dr. Hall brought the three entities together in order to harness the force and momentum existing with each.

 

Donations received will be used to leverage a dollar-for-dollar match from the U. S. Department of Education, Office of Institutional Development Undergraduate Education Services, Office of Postsecondary Education and the Title III Historically Black Colleges and Universities Program. 

